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The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. If you have any comments or questions about our articles, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Coming up in this month’s e-bulletin...

· New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance

· EATA’s AGM
· Response to the NTA on improving the value of drug treatment systems
· Draft scope for clinical guidance on alcohol dependence

· Goodbye to Ghada!

New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance
With less than a month to go before the event takes place, New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance is now fully booked. A total of 120 delegates are expected to take part in the event on Thursday 26 February in Ort House Conference Centre, Camden, London. 

EATA is setting up a waiting list for organisations and individuals which have so far been unable to book a place. If members are interested in adding their details to the waiting list, please contact Rachel Clarke, Communications and Development Officer, as soon as possible. 

The extensive programme of seminars and interactive workshops have been organised to help the drug and alcohol treatment sectors face the challenges arising from the need to demonstrate clinical governance and quality standards in practice.  The keynote speech will be given by Annette Dale-Perera, NTA Director of Quality and workshop facilitators have been drawn from across the treatment sector.

EATA’s AGM
EATA's Annual General Meeting will take place at 4.30pm on Thursday 26 February 2009 following New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance, EATA’s day of seminars and workshops. We shall also announce our new Board of Trustees at the meeting. For venue information and directions, follow this link.
Members can attend the AGM but please let Ghada Osman, EATA’s Membership Services Officer, know in advance. If you are a full member and would like to vote for the newly nominated board members and have not received your voting papers please contact Ghada at ghada@eata.org.uk.
Response to the NTA on improving the value of drug treatment systems
EATA responded to a consultation by the NTA on draft assumptions for a proposal model of drug treatment systems, and a related tool, that can help commissioning partnerships in delivering the best possible outcomes from the available resources for their treatment systems. A copy of our response can be downloaded from the website at http://www.eata.org.uk/policy/completed-activities/.
NICE Guidelines for alcohol dependence
Following a consultation from NICE on the draft scope of clinical guidelines on alcohol dependence and harmful alcohol use, we have submitted a response with your views. The next step will be the drafting of the draft guidelines by NICE bearing in mind comments they have received about the scope. After that, a consultation on the draft guidelines is scheduled for the summer of 2010. 

Goodbye to Ghada
Finally, EATA bids a sad goodbye to Ghada Osman, our long-serving Membership Services Officer on Friday 20 February. She has been a valuable member of the EATA team for the last four years. Many of you know Ghada as she has been the main point of contact for all members. She has run many events and meetings for members, and set up services such as the online CRB checking service and the Accreditation Scheme, alongside dealing with your day to day queries

Ghada will be leaving the drug and alcohol treatment field to become a project manager for the UN in Bahrain. We wish her every future success and happiness in her new job and new life! 
