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The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. If you have any comments or questions about our articles, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Coming up in this month’s e-bulletin...

· EATA’s new board
· Drug and Alcohol Today
· Three for two offer at Pavilion conference
· Alcohol Inquiry call for evidence

· Calls for news for next EATA Briefing
EATA’s new board
EATA’s successful day of practical workshops and seminars, New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance, took place in London on Thursday 26 February. This was followed by the association’s Annual General Meeting took place at which the new board of trustees was announced following the post voting of nominees. 

EATA is pleased to announce the following members elected on to the board for 2009: 

Wendy Dawson – Ley Community

Anthony Massouras – Mimosa

Gina Dormer – Broadreach House

They join the existing member of the board
Steve Rossell – Cranstoun

Steve Cooke – Nelson Trust

Brian Dudley – Broadway Lodge

Ben Hughes – Merus Ltd

Nick Barton – Action on Addiction 

Chip Somer – Focus 12
Steve Hamer – Compass

Richard Johnson – ANA Treatment Centres.

The elected Chair of the Board is Steve Rossell while Steve Cooke continues in the position of Vice Chair. The Treasurer and Company Secretary will be decided at the next board meeting on 9 March. 

EATA would like to take this opportunity to thank Bill Puddicombe, who stepped down as chair at the meeting, for his help and commitment during his tenure. Bill has played a valuable role over the past year or so in helping the association achieve its aims, especially to raise awareness of the needs and concerns of the treatment sector. Through chairing debates over strategy and facilitating conferences, he has worked hard to ensure that the views of the sector and of members are heard by policy makers and other opinion leaders. 
More details about both the AGM and New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance can be found in our forthcoming EATA Briefings, which will be out later this month. 
Drug and Alcohol Today
29 April 2009 – Business Design Centre, Islington
The programme for this year’s Drug and Alcohol Today – one of the biggest UK exhibitions for professionals working in substance misuse – is fast shaping up. The exhibition of 60 key organisations, projects and suppliers will feature a range of interactive zones covering Arts, Sports Films, Families and Drug information. 

Meanwhile, a packed seminar programme where ministers, policy makers, frontline workers and service users share knowledge and debate changes in policy and best practice, includes: 

· Keynote speech on alcohol strategy: are we meeting the needs of diverse communities? 

· complex needs 

· dual diagnosis 

· alcohol and practice issues 

· the great debate: the drug strategy one year on 

· connected integrated care 

· crack and stimulants 

· and much more, visit the exhibition website for regular updates 

The event, which attracts over 1500 visitors, is supported by a range of organisations including EATA, the Home Office, Turning Point, Society Guardian, Blenheim CDP and ADFAM.  Attending Drug and Alcohol Today can count towards yours PRTL requirements.

Tickets: £20 in advance, £25 on the door Call OLM-Pavilion on 0844 880 5061 or email info@pavpub.com for further information. You can also book online today at: www.drugsandalcoholtodayexhibition.com. 

Three-for-two offer at Pavilion conference

It’s time to talk: Drug treatment and Psychological therapies 

20 March 2009 – ORT House Conference Centre, London

The conference, “It’s time to talk”, looks at improving access to psychological therapies. It will consider the evidence base for psychological therapies, with a particular focus on innovative practice within the drug treatment sectors. 
The conference will also provide an overview of the national policy context and will help to equip treatment services to make the best of new opportunities to improve their clients’ access to psychological therapies. As well as policy discussion, a large part of the day will be dedicated to learning from presentation and seminars examining emerging evidence and the latest best practice examples. Presentations will cover psychotherapy and drug treatment provision, therapeutic approaches and developing an IAPT programme.

EATA members are being offered a buy two delegate places, get another place absolutely free. To book please call 0844 880 5061, emailing info@pavpub.com, faxing 0844 880 5062 or email info@pavpub.com 

More information and the conference flyer can be found by following this link http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=805.
Alcohol Inquiry call for evidence
Members concerned about alcohol policy and misuse may be interested to hear that the House of Common’s Health Committee’s inquiry into alcohol is currently underway. You can send in your comments regarding the following issues: 
· The scale of ill-health related to alcohol misuse 

· The consequences for the NHS 

· Central government policy 

· The role of the NHS and other bodies including local government, the voluntary sector, police, the alcohol industry, and those responsible for the advertising and promotion of alcohol 

· Solutions, including whether the drinking culture in England should change, and if so, how. 

EATA is planning to submit a response to the Inquiry and would like to hear from members about their concerns. Email them to rachelclarke@eata.org.uk before Monday 9 March. 

Call for members news for next EATA Briefing
In March, we will be producing the first EATA Briefing for 2009 which will provide further news on the AGM, our forthcoming activities and policy developments. If you would like to share your news with other EATA members, please email them to me before 12 March 2009 at rachelclarke@eata.org.uk. 
