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The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. If you have any comments or questions about our articles, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Coming up in this month’s e-bulletin...

· Urgent news: Limited places left at Accreditation workshop
· Update on New Directions: full programme revealed!

· EATA responds to DWP welfare green paper

· Make your voice heard on CQC’s enforcement policy

Urgent news: Limited places left at Accreditation workshop
There are just a few places left at the EATA Accreditation Training Day in London on Tuesday 18 November 2008. 
The workshop provides a thorough introduction to the scheme. It also offers the opportunity to discuss the scheme with Pauline Bissett, the Chair of the Accreditation Panel, and with providers who have practical experience of completing the process. 

We are offering the one-day workshop at a rate of £150 for the first delegate from a member organisation. Supplemental places for delegates from within the same organisation are available at a discounted price of £50 per person. Lunch and all other refreshments are included.   

If you want to come or send a delegate from your organisation, please email your completed booking form to rachelclarke@eata.org.uk as soon as possible.  More information including the booking form can be found on our Events webpage.
Update on New Directions: full programme revealed!
EATA has now revealed its full programme for a day of practical seminars and workshops, New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance. 
The event, which is taking place on Thursday 26 February 2009, focuses on helping the drug and alcohol treatment sector face the new challenges arising from the need to demonstrate clinical governance and quality standards in practice. To get to the heart of some of these challenges, we have organised an exciting programme of speakers and facilitators to explore a topic that is guaranteed to stimulate and motivate you. 

You can find the full programme and booking form (including details of discounted places for EATA members) on the website at www.eata.org.uk/events.
EATA responds to DWP welfare green paper 
EATA has responded to the government's proposals for the biggest shake up of the welfare system since the 1940s which sets out a new regime for problem drug users to “break the cycle of dependency”. 
The Green Paper, “No one written off: reforming welfare to reward responsibility” published by the Department for Work and Pensions in July, puts problem drug users claiming benefits under close scrutiny. 

EATA’s official submission to the DWP, following extensive consultation with our members, welcomed several of the proposals outlined in the paper, including greater efforts to identify those who could benefit from access to treatment, the introduction of treatment allowances and the establishment of drug co-ordinators within Jobcentre Plus to promote closer and more effective relationships with other agencies such as drug treatment services. 

However EATA has expressed our members' strong concerns about the paper's limited focus which concentrated solely on heroin and crack cocaine users, and controversial proposals for claimants to declare drug use as a condition of benefit and to compel drug users to take up drug treatment or face sanctions. To download EATA’s response, visit www.eata.org.uk/policy.
 Make your voice heard on CQC’s enforcement policy 
The Care Quality Commission has launched a 12-week consultation on how they intend to use their enforcement powers. 
Established by the Health and Social Care Act 2008, the Commission will regulate the quality of health and social care and look after the interests of people detained under the Mental Health Act. It will bring together the work of the Commission for Social Care Inspection, the Healthcare Commission, and the Mental Health Act Commission.

The Care Quality Commission became a legal entity in October 2008 and will takes up its responsibilities for the quality of health and social care from April 2009. EATA intends to submit a response on the draft enforcement policy published by the CQC for consultation. This policy includes the Care Standards Act (CSA) 2000 powers and three new powers under the Health and Social Care Act 2008.
It is worth noting that the enforcement powers in the 2008 Act will initially only apply to NHS providers in relation to healthcare-associated infection (HCAI). For other purposes, CQC will use the same powers and same enforcement frameworks that the Healthcare Commission and CSCI use now (those in the CSA 2000). 

But from April 2010, health and adult social care providers, and in some cases managers, will be subject to the full range of powers under the 2008 Act. Therefore EATA members should take this opportunity to make their views heard on the proposals contained within the draft enforcement policy. 
A copy of the draft is included with this e-bulletin. Please send your views to Rachel Clarke by Wednesday 7 January 2009.
