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The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. If you have any comments or questions about our articles, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Coming up in this month’s e-bulletin...

· Urgent news: Have your say on draft guidance on Needle and Syringe Programmes
· Update on New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance event in February 09 

· New guidance published by NTA for Tier 4 commissioning
· Report on DWP Green paper meeting now available online

· Consultation on Alcohol
Urgent news: Have your say on draft guidance on Needle and Syringe Programmes
EATA intends to respond to NICE on new draft public health guidance on providing needle and syringe programmes (NSPs) among injecting drug users. The document covers a wide range of recommendations, considerations and practical implementation guidance, for NHS and other professionals who have a direct or indirect role in, and responsibility for NSPs. These include those working in:

· Drug and alcohol action teams

· Voluntary and community sector

· Pharmacies

· Local authorities and the wider public

EATA would like to know what you think of the guidance and any comments that you think should be included in our submission to the NICE. A draft copy of the guidance is attached with this e-bulletin. The deadline to send back your comments to rachelclarke@eata.org.uk will be Friday 10 October.  
Update on New Directions: clinical governance and quality assurance in February 09 
Following the news in our recent EATA Briefing (3rd Quarter 2008) about EATA’s plans for a day of practical seminars and workshops to take place on Thursday 26 February 2009, we can now reveal more details about the programme. 

The event, aimed at both service providers in all four tiers and commissioners, is supported by the NTA.  Annette Dale-Perera, the NTA’s director of quality, has been lined up to give the keynote speech to help launch the extensive interactive workshop programme which includes:

· Best practice and better quality services – what to do and where to find it. A workshop for providers and commissioners

· What is clinical governance and what do I need to do? 

· Quality: what’s out there and what do we need to do it!

· Finding your way through service reviews and the regulation landscape

A full programme will be published in the next couple of weeks, including further details about facilitators and content. Do keep an eye out for it. 
Don’t forget! Members will be eligible for a discounted place and can register their interest in attending this event by emailing rachelclarke@eata.org.uk to receive notification of when the booking form and programme is available. 

New guidance published by NTA for Tier 4 commissioning
New guidance which aims to help both commissioners and service providers plan for and purchase effective drug treatment in the Tier 4 sector has been launched by the NTA.  To mark the launch of the guidance, NTA Director of Regional Manager, Rosanna O’Connor, visited EATA member Inward House Projects in Lancaster – which provides residential rehabilitation services – at the opening of its brand new facility. 

The guidance, Improving the quality and provision of Tier 4 interventions as part of client treatment journeys, was produced after working closely with residential treatment providers, service users, their families and commissioners,

It highlights how residential or inpatient services can:

· provide effective responses to drug misuse in treating people whose use has been long and heavy, and people with complex needs 
· enable drug users to move towards long-term abstinence when and where appropriate.
· assess and stabilise chaotic clients 
· have an important role to play in diverting individuals away from long-term substance misusing careers by intervening early”.
This is welcome news for residential services which have not uniformly benefitted from the improvements in capacity and quality experienced by community-based treatments. Under the guidance, local partnerships should review their arrangements to ensure that they are efficiently commissioning Tier 4 services.  

Residential services will also receive an extra £54 million of capital investment which was announced by the government earlier this year to increase the availability of abstinence-based services by 2010. Allocated regionally, the investment will upgrade existing provision and also provide 500 more beds in residential rehabilitation, inpatient and other settings nationwide – allowing Tier 4 treatment provision for more than 200 people with problematic drug use each year. 

To download your copy of the guidance, visit www.eata.org.uk/publications
Report on DWP green paper meeting now available online
A report summarising the presentations and discussions at the EATA consultation meeting held on 23 September on the DWP Green Paper has been published on our website. 

To download your copy visit www.eata.org.uk/policy
Department of Health Consultation on Alcohol
The Department of Health is carrying out a consultation on alcohol which is looking at four key issues. Contribute your comments on:

· Whether the drinks industry should abide by a mandatory code

· Whether labeling should be mandatory

· Whether alcohol adverts should also contain health messages as standard

· What further information and support problem drinkers require. 

To simplify the process, Alcohol Concern has developed an e-postcard that summarises the key points in the consultation. The organisation will be also submitting its own full response to the consultation, currently available on their website as a draft. 
