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August 2008
The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) aims to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. If you have any comments or questions about our articles, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Coming up in this month’s e-bulletin...

· Have you say on the DWP Welfare Green Paper

· Breaking news – EATA Accreditation workshop in mid-Nove

· EATA conference: Roads to success in drug treatment

· Prisons and Beyond... 2008
· First conference on use of meths
· Weblinks that might interest you...

Have your say on the DWP Welfare Green Paper
What do you think of the proposals contained in the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) Welfare Green Paper? What implications will there be as a result of the proposals for problem drug users to “break the cycle of dependency”? 
As the voice of the independent treatment sector, EATA is consulting members about the implications of the Green Paper, No one written off: reforming welfare to reward responsibility, launched last Monday. We will submit a response to the department which will include our members’ comments. 
On 23 September 2008, we are planning to hold a discussion event for members so that they can raise their comments and concerns. Speakers from the DWP will outline the proposals for drug dependent claimants and answer your questions. The Green Paper proposes the biggest shake-up of the welfare system since the 1940s and EATA wants to give our members the opportunity to fully consider the implications that this new welfare regime will have. 
Alongside the meeting, we are asking our members to fill in the attached questionnaire which has extracted the relevant questions from the consultation document (also attached).
Please return your completed questionnaires to rachelclarke@eata.org.uk by Friday 10 October 2008. Also email Rachel if you want to attend the consultation meeting in September. 
Breaking news – EATA Accreditation workshop in mid-Nove
EATA is organising a training workshop for members on our Accreditation Scheme. More information about the one-day workshop, scheduled for mid-November in a convenient central London venue, will be sent out later this month. To register your interest in attending this workshop, please email Rachel Clarke at rachelclarke@eata.org.uk. Places are limited and will be filled on a first come, first served basis.

EATA Conference: Roads to success in drug treatment
Have you booked your ticket yet to the EATA conference in October? The early bird rate for EATA members expires at the end of the month (29 August), although you can continue to claim an extra 20 percent discount at any time during the booking process by quoting GCDT20 either on the booking form, by email or when contacting customer services. 

EATA negotiated a massive 40 percent discount for our members to attend the conference on 7 October in London, which we are organising with Pavilion Publishing. The standard discounted cost for EATA members will be £150 (before VAT) and the early bird offer is £127.50 (before VAT). 

The Minister of State for Public Health, Rt Hon Dawn Primarolo MP, will give the key note speech at the conference in London which has been organised to explore what success means to the treatment sector. 

To book your place at the conference visit www.pavpub.com or tel 0870 890 1080. Quote the brochure code “123456789” and don’t forget to confirm your EATA membership to obtain your discounted place. 
Prisons and Beyond... 2008
Register your interest in attending Prisons and Beyond... which is taking place this year on 16-17 October 2008 at the Ramada Hotel and Resort, Birmingham. The two-day conference, organised by Feelgood Events for NOMS, ADfam, FDAP and EATA, is aimed at professionals working in and around criminal justice settings. 

To register your interest in attending this conference email mala@feelgoodevents.com to receive notification when the booking form and programme is available. 

First global conference on use of methamphetamines
The first ever conference of its kind on the use of methamphetamines and other amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) will take place in Prague in September. During the two-day conference over 15-16 September, the 1st Global Conference on Methamphetamine will provide an arena for the world’s foremost harm reduction scientists, advocates and professionals to discuss how harm reduction must adapt to the phenomenon of the global spread of the use of methamphetamines and ATS. There is an emerging consensus among experts that such stimulant use is a unique and complex problem that presents significant challenges to existing harm reduction approaches. 

The conference is a collaboration between the Czech Republic, City of Prague, Centre for Addictology at Charles University, Network Environmental Systems, Podane Ruce, Cranstoun Drug Services, and The Thorne Group. It will take place in Prague’s historic City Hall, with speakers and delegates attending from more than 20 nations. Delegates will have access to over 50 panel, breakout, and plenary sessions, and the unique opportunity to interact with local, national and international organisations, researchers, service providers, advocates, activists and professionals. Visit www.globalmethconference.com for further information. 
Weblinks that might interest you...
Process your CRB checks through EATA’s online disclosure service at competitive rates for members and non-members. Visit https://eata.disclosures.co.uk/.
Couldn’t get to the NTA’s Delivering the Drug Strategy national conference in June? Transcripts and audio files are now available online. http://www.nta.nhs.uk/news_events/events/previous_nta_events/nta_national_conference_june_2008/default.aspx
EATA forums – why not voice your opinion?

Do you have a view or opinion about a particular subject in the substance misuse or addiction treatment field? Register at EATA forums and get your message out. Visit our website at www.eata.org.uk/forum
The Statistical Bulletin 2008 is now available from the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDA). This gives a picture of the drugs situation in Europe using the most recent data. 

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/stats08
