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July 2008
The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. 
Discounts for EATA members at conference
We have negotiated a 40 percent discount for EATA members to attend Roads to success in drug treatment – the conference we are organising with Pavilion Publishing. The standard discounted cost for EATA members will be £150 (before VAT) and the early bird offer is £127.50 (before VAT) if you book before 29 August. 

The Minister of State for Public Health, Rt Hon Dawn Primarolo MP, will give the key note speech at the conference in London which has been organised to explore what success means to the treatment sector. 
The issue of success and tangible outcomes was a key feature of the new national drug strategy: Drugs: protecting families and communities. This highlighted that society is shouldering a massive burden in dealing with the health, social and economic problems of drug addictions. It is only natural, the strategy implies, that there must be a successful return on investment, particularly in drug treatment. But establishing what is a successful outcome is a major headache for the drug treatment sector. In a valuable day of talks, workshops and debates, EATA has lined up leading figures from across the sector to address many of these important issues. 
The full programme can be downloaded from our website at www.eata.org.uk. Copies of the conference flyer are also available on request, particularly if you’d like to put them up on your organisation’s noticeboard or distribute them to colleagues. Contact Rachel Clarke (tel 18002 020 7553 9583 or email rachelclarke@eata.org.uk) for more information. 
To book your place at the conference, visit www.pavpub.com or tel 0870 890 1080. Quote the brochure code “123456789” and don’t forget to confirm your membership of EATA to obtain your discounted place. 
Breaking news! Get another 20 per cent off your ticket fees when you quote GCDT20 either on the booking form, by email or when contacting customer services. And if you are an EATA member, don’t forget to let them know so that you can save money.  
Want help in filling your job vacancies for free?
You can advertise your organisation’s job vacancies for free on our website and reach hundreds of potential applicants. Since we unveiled our revamped website on 1 April, we have had 3119 visits to the site – of these, 62% have been unique visits from new visitors. The “Jobs” page, alone, has received 811 visits. 

If you want to ensure that job hunters see your vacancies, go to the members’ area of the website at www.eata.org.uk and fill in the jobs form, or simply email the details to rachelclarke@eata.org.uk
Have your say on the NTA’s guidance on substance misuse treatment for young people
The National Treatment Agency (NTA) has published draft guidance on specialist substance misuse treatment for young people. EATA is planning to respond to during the agency’s consultation on the document and would like to know what members think about the proposals. 
The draft guidance brings together evidence for effective treatment of substance misuse among young people aged 18 and under. It intends to familiarise practitioners with the evidence specific to young people and substance misuse and to use this evidence to highlight and promote elements of good practice. 

Good practice points are highlighted by the NTA on a number of areas including:

· treatment interventions;

· pharmacological interventions, including prescribing for detoxification, stabilisation and symptomatic relief;

· psychosocial interventions;

· residential treatment;

· family involvement;
· engaging and retaining young people;

· aftercare;

· developments for special groups, including young women, mental health and young offenders.

Attached to this e-bulletin is a copy of the NTA’s draft guidance.  Please send your comments to Rachel Clarke (tel 18002 020 7553 9583 or email rachelclarke@eata.org.uk) by Thursday 14 August 2008. 
EATA response to registration consultation now online

EATA submitted a response to the Department of Health in June on the future regulation of health and adult social care in England following consultation with members. The department had been consulting on the framework for the registration of health and adult social care providers. 

To read the response visit the policy page on our website at www.eata.org.uk/policy
Take advantage of a further bidding round for Tier 4 Capital Funding 
Just over £2.5 million of Tier 4 Capital Funding has recently been returned to the London region and commissioners and service providers are once more invited to submit bids for capital development programmes to their NTA Regional Office. 
Bids should be based on the needs identified in the original Tier 4 Needs Assessment conducted following the allocation of £54.3 million of Tier 4 Capital Funding for capital programmes nationally by the Department of Health in the summer of 2006. Applications should also be supported by evidence from more recent needs assessments undertaken for the 2008-09 Treatment Planning process. All capital development programmes will need to be completed by March 2010. 

The closing date for bids to be submitted is Friday 1 August 2008. Bids should be submitted in full with all supporting paperwork to: Allison.cole@nta-nhs.org.uk.  Bids submitted after this date will not be forwarded by the Regional Forum for consideration. 
If you would like to have an informal discussion about the bidding process, please contact either Khadir Meer on 020 7217 3762 (Khadir.meer@nta-nhs.org.uk) or Emma Burke on 020 7217 3654 (Emma.burke@nta-nhs.org.uk).
All guidance documents on bidding for the funds will soon be available on the NTA website. Visit http://www.nta.nhs.uk/ for more information.
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