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The monthly e-bulletin from the European Association for the Treatment of Addiction (EATA) to keep our members up to date on the latest developments and news in the drug and alcohol treatment and aftercare sector. If you have any comments or questions about our articles, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Coming up in this month’s packed e-bulletin...

· Book your place at EATA meeting on DWP welfare reforms
· One-day intensive Accreditation workshop in November
· Debate the future of the Compact
· EATA conference: Roads to success in drug treatment
· Call for members’ news

· Remember as a member... EATA’s online directory

Book your place at EATA meeting on DWP welfare reforms
Tuesday 23 September 2008 | 2pm – 4.30pm | 41 Portland Place meeting rooms, The Novartis Foundation, 41 Portland Place, London, W1B 1BN
Make your voice heard on the DWP Welfare Green Paper, No one written off: reforming welfare to reward responsibility and the implications the proposals will have on problem drug users claiming benefits. 
To provide a platform for discussing these reforms, EATA has organised an exclusive consultation meeting with representatives from the department. 

Proposals include:
· New methods of identifying problem drug users in the benefit system, as they are not at present systematically recorded
· Requiring benefit claimants to declare opiate or crack cocaine use

· Requiring benefit claimants to take steps deemed necessary to address and overcome their addiction as a conditioning of receiving benefits

· Introducing a ‘treatment allowance’ which would replace normal benefit payments while problem drug users stabilise in treatment
By working with DWP, EATA can ensure that our members have the chance to be fully informed on what is being proposed. At the same time those leading on the proposals can hear and listen to what members have to say, in the shaping of policy and practice.

Please email rachelclarke@eata.org.uk as soon as possible to confirm your place – which is free to EATA members.  More information including a detailed summary of the proposals can be found on our Events webpage. 
One-day intensive Accreditation workshop in November
Tuesday 18 November 2008 | 10am – 3.30pm | Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, County Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7PB
The latest in our one-day intensive EATA Accreditation training workshops will take place this November in London. Members can now book their places for what promises to be a valuable insight into the scheme by returning the form attached with this e-bulletin. 

Demonstrating the quality of service you provide to individuals in drug and alcohol rehabilitative treatment is essential for helping informed purchase and choice. In acknowledgement of this, we established EATA’s Accreditation Scheme, which offers our members the opportunity to gain Accredited Provider Status. It is the kite mark for quality for rehabilitative treatment providers, enabling them to visibly demonstrate the quality of treatment delivery, through clear evidence about aims, objectives and methods used. 
The workshop provides a thorough introduction to the scheme and the accreditation process. It also offers the opportunity to discuss the scheme with Pauline Bissett, the Chair of the Accreditation Panel, and with providers who have practical experience of completing the process. 

We are offering the one-day workshop at a rate of £150 for the first delegate from a member organisation. Supplemental places for delegates from within the same organisation are available at discounted price of £50 per person. Lunch and all other refreshments are included.   
Please email your completed booking form rachelclarke@eata.org.uk as soon as possible to confirm your place.  More information can be found on our Events webpage.
Debate the future of the Compact 
EATA is consulting members on the future of the Compact and the role of the Commission for the Compact.  

The Compact was established in England in November 1998 and was inspired by the Deakin Commission report on the Future of the Voluntary Sector.  It is an agreement that provides an overall framework for promoting effective partnership working between the Government and the voluntary and community sector.  It aims to address areas of poor performance and sets out a statement of intent to work in partnership supported by five codes of practice.  These five codes cover funding and procurement, community groups, Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) groups, volunteers and consultation.

A discussion document containing questions to stimulate the debate can be found on the website for the Commission for the Compact. 

Key questions include:

· What sort of agreement should the Compact be in the future?
· How could the form and content of the Compact be enhanced to make it fit for the future?

· How could the Commission for the Compact change to ensure better implementation of the Compact?
Send your comments about the future of the Compact to Rachel Clarke at rachelclarke@eata.org.uk before 1 November 2008.
EATA conference: Roads to success in drug treatment
Tuesday 7 October 2008 | 9.30am – 4.30pm | Ort House, 126 Albert Street, London, NW1 7NE

The date of our conference, Roads to success in drug treatment, is fast approaching and there is still time to book your place. 

A strong programme has been organised in order to explore what success means to the treatment sector, and to make recommendations as to how the sector should look at treatment and its successful outcomes.  The Minister of State for Public Health, the Rt Hon Dawn Primarolo MP, will be the key note speaker at EATA's conference in October. 
EATA negotiated a massive 40 percent discount for our members to attend the conference on 7 October in London, which we are organising with Pavilion Publishing. The standard discounted cost for EATA members will be £150 (before VAT). 

To book your place at the conference, visit www.pavpub.com or telephone 0870 890 1080. Quote the brochure code “123456789” and don’t forget to confirm your EATA membership to obtain your discounted place. 
Call for members’ news
The autumn edition of “EATA Briefing” newsletter will be published in a few weeks. We want to hear what you are achieving and what you have planned for the future, so that we can include it in the next edition and share it with all of EATA’s members. Send your news by 10 September 2008 to rachelclarke@eata.org.uk.

Remember as a member... EATA’s online directory
Remember as a member, it’s free to include details about your services and organisation on EATA’s online directory. But why not check if your entry is there or is still up to date. If anything does need to be amended or added, fill in the online form and we’ll get straight onto it for you.
